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Weird But Good

by DANIEL TEMPLE

"1l bet you were just thinking to yourself that you sure
could use some avant-garde cutting edge sermon illustra-
tion films in your next service. The only problem is that
there are so many quality films to choose from that I get
overwhelmed and feel like I am missing out on another great film that would work even better. Well
have no fear fellow media-utilizer, I have the wondrous task of culling from deep inside the veritable
treasure trove of Sermonspice and finding and recommending great films from some truly gifted
filmmakers. The theme I am going with this month is: “Weird but Good”. Take a look and see if you

agree:

I Can See by Sideshow Media: This is a very short video
that I have really taken a liking to. It is a modern day first
person account of being healed from blindness by Christ. The
first word that I use to describe it is: “Claustrophobic”. It re-
ally puts you there and forces you to feel what the man who
was healed by Christ must have felt. The creativity come in
its simplicity and modern day context which gives the whole
production a transparency that lets you feel every second.
Watch it and know that you are supposed to feel a little un-
comfortable.
URL:http://www.sermonspice.com/videos/18958/i-can-
see

Plugged In by Stanley Pomianowski: Stanley has cre-
ated some great stuff and I really look forward to what he will
continue to do in the future. The reason I picked this video
is that I don’t remember the last time I was challenged and
encouraged by a bunch of people with plugs coming out of
their arms. The true talent of the filmmaker is that it doesn’t
seem at all weird and you immediately get it. In fact it made
me wish I had something dangling from my arm. That and

that the music is awesome.
URL:http://www.sermonspice.com/videos/18651/

plugged-in

Theology of Worship by Mothlight Media: It is com-
pletely accurate to describe Mothlight as one of the progeni-
tors of the avant-garde Sermonspice genre. This exhibit is
no exception; Theology of Worship is artsy, frank, and the
casual delivery belies the depth of its foundational theology.
Probably a better middle video than an opener or closer, but
that is just me. Watch it and then watch it again, you might
even have to do the same thing with your church.

URL: http://www.sermonspice.com/videos/10224/a-theolo

Watch, Enjoy, and Use, the choice is yours. I hope
you take a look or maybe you can find another, “Weird but

Good” film that belongs on this list.
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by STEWART REDWINE

2+2=5 and the Mundane Scriptures:

Inspiration for your Short Films in Everyday Life

Ibert and Hazel lived next door to my parents on Cleveland Street. Albert and Ha-
zel were people of modest means living in a 50’s era one level house in a neighborhood of

50’s era one level houses.

When Hazel died she left behind a lot of stuff. She had closets

full of brand new clothes and the trunk of her car was crammed with merchandise. No one
imagined that Hazel was a compulsive spender, addicted to shopping, including Albert. He
was flummoxed and stuck with all his wife’s “stuff”. So, what did he do when she died? He

gave it away.

Does this story sound familiar? It is identical
to “The Parable of The Rich Fool” found in Luke
12:16-21. Apparently compulsive spending and
shopping have been problems as far back as any-
one can remember. 2,000 years ago Jesus called
this behavior “building up treasures.” Hun-
dreds of years before, Jesus’ great-great-great-
great-grandfather Solomon called it “vanity and
a chasing after the wind.” Albert and Hazel’s
story occurs every day somewhere in America.
It’s not very special, perhaps even mundane. No
waters were parted, no blind eyes healed, none
of the really cool stuff found in some parts of
the Bible and Charlton Heston films. Still, mun-
dane stories teach us lessons about irreversible
change.

Life often doesn’t come neatly tied with bows
and ribbons. In the same way we aren’t always
comfortable or fully understand the changes de-
scribed in the parables. I once showed the some
of the 36 Parable films to a teenage couple, blasé

about God. At the end of the Purple DVD the
boy turned to me and said, “I don’t get it, what
are you trying to say?” He had assumed there
had to be a catch, an iron clad take it or leave it
message contained in the films. I could tell he
was frustrated. He asked me about the origi-
nal parables and I read the bible passages con-
tained on the DVD. He then said, “Well Jesus
didn’t explain it either.” At that moment of il-
lumination the boy understood. Parables make
us think and ask questions. They aren’t neces-
sarily a prescription of how to live life but a de-
scription of how life in God’s universe unfolds.
If we really want to know what to “do” we must
go to the storyteller and ask Him.

At first, developing scripts for our films
was incredibly frustrating. My friend and Di-
rector John and I would read a parable and ana-
lyze it sequentially. This happened, and then
this happened, 2+2=4. Then what? When we
reached a dead end, we stopped looking at the

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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parable and started talking
about life. We couldn’t see
the forest for the trees until
we started sharing stories
we had heard or read such
as Albert and Hazel’s. Ha-
zel’s compulsion led her to
try to have it all. Then she
died. Albert, with the help
of my mom, was left to ac-
count for all of Hazel’s pos-
sessions and send them off =
to charity. Suddenly we saw
the connection to the Rich
Fool, which became the
basis for the film, “A Few
Weeks Later.” My mom and
I developed the script and a
few months later we were
shooting the film.

In reality 2+2=5 if you
look at life from a differ-
ent angle. If all you see is
the story on the surface, the
math doesn’t work. No one
knew about Hazel’s addiction, no one would have
thought to ask. She was just another obit and an-
other passing life. The real story lies below the
surface. The information (2+2=4) is found on the
obit page. The lesson (2+2=5) lies beyond the
print. If you get stuck trying to develop material
based on the “Proverbs 31 Woman” put the Bible
down, get up, call the oldest person you know and
ask them to tell you about the greatest woman
they have ever known. When you find your story
take it back to the Scripture and I guarantee it will
match up. Look for your stories in the mundane
of daily life, for that is what fills the pages of
scripture.

To see 36 Parables: “a few weeks later”, based
on the Parable of the Rich Fool (Luke 12:16-21)
click here or go to http://36parables.com/buy/
downloads/a-few-weeks-later.
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DOWNLOADABLE MDVIE CLIPS THAT ILLUSTRATE AND INSPIRE
www.wingclips.com

Stewart H. Redwine lives and tends his garden in
Prairie Village, Kansas with his loving wife and daugh-
ter. He is a Director of Photography, Writer and Film
Producer. Stewart and his creative partner, John Schim-
ke, have created 36 Parables: A Collection of Modern
Short Films Based on the Parables of Jesus which will
be released through Zondervan beginning in the Fall of
2008. Stewart also works with other authors, publish-
ers and studios to create meaningful content through his
production company www.Heartlnitiative.com.

Written by Stewart H. Redwine
© 2008
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by CHRISTENE JACKMAN

“Don’t Forget the Scripty”

t’s a mystery to many. You see this crew position flying by as the movie or video credits
roll. You shrug and don’t give it a second thought. But you should if you’re lining up your
video project crew. Only an inexperienced filmmaker thinks he/she doesn’t need this myste-
rious position. I’m talking about: The Script (Continuity) Supervisor.

In a simplistic nutshell, the script supervisor is an
advocate for video post-production, namely editing. A
good script supervisor will save you time and money
in the editing process as well as keep a sharp eye on
continuity that will save you from costly retakes.

Duties of the Script Supervisor include, but are not
limited to: keeping the master script, changes, provid-
ing scripts, script changes, table reads, Scene Count
Masters, and Daily Continuity reports. For post-pro-
duction purposes during the shoot, the Script Super-
visor will record time codes, length of takes, camera
shot types, lens type, tape name, estimated length of
scene, director notes on a time code log, as well as, a
lined script. The Script Supervisor will make sure you
are “covered”, meaning that you have all the shots you
need for editing.

The Scripty will also give dialogue lines to actors
when needed. Any dialogue changes that happen dur-
ing the actual shooting are recorded and your Script
Supervisor will also be listening that the dialogue has
been said correctly and clearly.

Continuity is a primary aspect of Script Supervi-
sion. Films and video are not shot in sequential order
so it’s imperative to have a keen set of eyes to insure
the continuous flow of the story from scene to scene.
Who walked in first? What hand is the bag in? What
prop was there? Granted, it is the primary duty of your

wardrobe, props, and art departments need to be on
the ball for this, but your Script Supervisor is the last
line of defense. Continuity still photos assist in this
process.

After shooting is completed, all time code logs,
reports, lined scripts, clean scripts, and scripts for
closed captioning are sent to the post production edit-
ing company.

Script Supervision is not for the faint of heart.
If you’re a single-minded person, forget becoming a
Script (Continuity) Supervisor. You will need to be
able to multi-task to the nth degree. I know, because
I am the Script Supervisor for a TV Show. I have to
watch a quad split screen and try to catch everything
happening on three cameras as well as the program
cut. [ have found this position to be a fabulous learn-
ing tool for the overall film/video process. As a writer,
I now have a much better idea of how to write work-
able scripts.

Looking for a career as a Script (Continuity) Su-
pervisor? Various film academies have classes avail-
able, i.e. Compass Film Academy in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. Recommended reading: Script Supervising

and Film Continuity, Third Edition by Pat Miller.
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Would Jesus Use Video?

ince we started publishing Christian Video Magazine (CVMag) a few months ago, I
have received many great emails. Most have simply sent a short note stating something similar
to “Great Job!” Others have asked some really great questions about how they can use videos
in church or on their website. However, 1 have received two emails that basically challenge
the 1dea of using videos in church. They raise a good question that really deserves an answer.
Although they didn’t actually ask “Did Jesus use video?”” one challenged the use of video in
the church, while the other asked me to defend the use of multimedia in the church.

A reader named Ron stated, “The Bible says that the
church is for the edification and building up of the body of
Christ, not entertainment. Preach the word, not entertain peo-
ple. The church is to help build Faith in God’s people and to
obey His Word and to glorify Him, not people.” My answer is
that I think using video in church helps to accomplish the very
things Ron states. For example, the word “edification” means
“instruction or enlightenment, especially when it is morally
or spiritually uplifting” (Encarta Dictionary). So what is the
best way to teach? Well, Jesus stepped outside of the organized
worship services held in the synagogues and did His teaching
in the field and by the shore. He didn’t just quote scripture and
state facts; he backed them up with stories (sort of entertaining
for the day and a marked distancing from the traditional reli-
gious services the Jews were use to.) Take the 15th chapter of
Luke. This chapter could be very short. Jesus could have just
stood before the crowd and said, “There will be more rejoicing
in heaven over one that repents than over 99 that are righteous,
and there is joy in the presence of the angels over one sinner
that repents, and finally know that God is excited and glad to
welcome back those that have gone astray”, end of chapter.
However, to make these points come alive for his listeners, he
told a story about a lost sheep, a woman that misplaced some
money and the fantastic and riveting story of the man who had

two sons, one that ran away and lived a life of sin, but who
returned to his father and repented. I honestly think that tell-
ing these stories to crowds to make His points would be the
equivalent to using a video today.

Now, I know the case can be made that some “Christian”
videos might not be loved by everyone. We all have differ-
ent things that move us, or touch us. However I would like to
challenge Ron to visit SermonSpice.com and spend some time
watching a variety of the videos they have on their site. Many
tell a story that helps to illustrate a specific scripture. Other
videos are dynamic presentations with the dialogue consisting
of scriptural text.

I also thought seriously about Ron’s comment about
“Preach the word, not entertain people.” Who makes the call
if you cross that line? For example, I preached three sermons
a week for around 15 years when I was a pastor. We didn’t
have the opportunity to use video back in those days, but I
was a real believer in using illustrations to help drive home
the points of my sermon. Sometimes my illustrations might be
examples from the lives of great Christians in our past. I loved
to read books about Moody, Billy Sunday, etc., and would find
myself telling stories about how they handled certain things
in their lives, and would present it as an example of the scrip-
tural point I was making. Sometimes I would tell real stories

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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from my own life, my family, and my
experiences. For example, while I was
a pastor, I raised two sons. Doing so,
providled me much understanding
about how God was my Father, and |
was His child. If we are to be careful to
“not entertain people” I wonder if my
stories were entertaining.

[ have had the opportunity to at-
tend worship services across the nation,
in a large variety of denominations and
associations. [ have worshipped at Wil-
low Creek and enjoyed their use of dra-
ma to illustrate a scriptural point. And
I have worshipped in churches where
they still have three hymns, special
music and a sermon. While attending
churches that didn’t use multimedia
or video, many pastors used illustra-
tions to bring their sermon alive. Some
of those illustrations were humorous,
some invoking emotions, and frankly,
most would fall under the definition of
entertaining (enjoyable to watch, read,
or listen to — Encarta Dictionary.) Is
Ron suggesting that we should not use
videos in church because we should
not present anything that is enjoyable
to listen to? How does a pastor preach
and present the Gospel in a way that would be purposely un-
enjoyable to listen to?

I would agree with Ron that everything done via multime-
dia or video in churches is not edifying. A couple of years ago
my wife and I moved about 30 miles across town and found
ourselves checking out the churches in our area. I can remember
one that was what [ would call “out there”. During the service
revolving spot lights and strobe lights were used, and part of a
skit involved a mock swat team repelling down from the roof.
The skit really didn’t have anything to do with making a point
related to the sermon, and for us seemed inappropriate. My wife
and I both quickly decided that what was going on wasn’t for
us. However, I would warn people from condemning all use
of multimedia just because they had an experience that didn’t
work for them. I can’t even condemn what I saw, because God
may just be using their style of worship to reach someone else,

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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by STEVE HEWITT

You wouldn't lef*your
church look this way...

N '..d.

Your online presence is no different.

85% of people come to your church after visiting your website

it just wasn’t for us.

Another reader, Bill, wrote that, “Some say that [multime-
dia] Brings too much of the ‘world’ into the church?” T think
it is clear that when the Bible talks about avoiding the things
of this world, it means those things that are evil. Maybe it is
because I am old (50’s), but I remember the same argument
when churches began to purchase padded pews. Some thought
that this was worldly, and that in some way, to be a “good”
Christian, you had to sit on a wooden pew without a pad. If
that were so, let’s remove the backs and have everyone set on
uncomfortable stools! Or, better yet, let them stand.

During the last 50 years, churches have added air condi-
tioning, sound systems and microphones, better lighting, and
most churches slowly adapted to using accompaniment tapes
for those singing special music. Was this too “entertaining” or
“worldly”? Or was it to help people listen to the message of the
song?
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by STEVE HEWITT

It is easy to build a case against something new. There are  about the Kingdom of Heaven. So, we will continue to provide
always a good number of people who will be against anything the best information we can to help churches use video in wor-
“new”. And, with change, it is important that we check to make  ship.
sure that what we are doing is for the right reasons and not fluff
or worldliness. However, I think SermonSpice, one of the lead-
ing sites for videos that can be used in
worship, says it all with their name. The
video is not the message, the reason, or
the purpose for gathering. But rather, it
can be added to a sermon as a “spice”,
just as an illustration, in order to make a
pastor’s point come alive. L N J_;’ (! I J\.\\ YA PR 1

Take this month’s cover story from SJLINITVINS | NI v w il ,.COMm
WingClips, or last month’s cover story
about CVLI, using video clips from pop-
ular movies must be very close to what
Jesus did by telling parables related to the THE LﬂlRGEST U B RAEY []F D[]WNLDJ&D&BLE
subjects of his day, such as fishing, farm- ILLUSTRATIONS, COUNTDOWNS, BACKGROUNDS
ing, cooking (leaven in bread), etc. In
order to help us understand that we need
to forgive others since we have been for-
given of so much by God, he told a story
about a man who was forgiven of a large
debt, and then wasn’t willing to forgive
someone for a small debt. Instead of just
telling us what He wanted us to do, he
told stories that people could relate to.
Using clips that have Biblical applica-
tions can help us make a point using cur-
rent situations.

So, would Jesus use video? I think
it is a good question to ask, and I appre-
ciated the emails from Ron and Bill. We
shouldn’t just embrace the next “cool”
trend in worship without examining it.
However, for me, I think if Jesus was
walking and talking on earth in today’s
time period, I don’t think he would §
be wearing a robe, but would dress in
clothes that would be acceptable by
most. [ believe if he was speaking before
thousands, he would use a microphone,
and if he had the chance, he would use a
video clip from a popular movie, or use
a prepared video to help make His point
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